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Back Together Again 
We have just completed our annual 
meetings across the benefice, reviewing 
the past year and looking forward to what 
might be. I commented on the unusual 
nature of the past year and its challenges, 
and in doing so it is worth saying again a 

big thank you to all who 
worked so hard and 
responded in good humour 
and with flexibility through 
it all. 

 

My greatest sadness is that I have been 
unable to get to know people well, yet! 
The church is so much more than a service 
on Sunday, we are called to be a 
community, the people of God and I’m 
looking forward to doing those simple 
things that help us be together, sharing 
food and drink, having fun, common tasks, 
praying with and caring for one another. 
The Jubilee celebrations across the 
benefice are a good place to start 
rebuilding community and friendships. 
 

The last two years has left the local 
churches (alongside many other groups 
and even our own families) facing many 
challenges. Our finances locally as well as 
nationally have been hit drastically and is 
a challenge for the coming years. We 
think nothing of paying for a gym or golf 
club fees, watching football or going out 
for a meal, yet we somehow find it 
difficult to support our local churches in 
the way they need as community 
buildings and part of the fabric of village 
life. 
 

 

But the church is not really the building, 
that is one of the spaces alongside our 
homes and across our villages where we 
meet. Church is who we are, not what we 
do! I have come across many homeless 
Christians who still love and follow Jesus 
but haven’t found a home in a local 
church, sometimes by choice and 
sometimes they haven’t found those they 
connect with. These and many more, 
count themselves as spiritual, but aren’t 
sure of the church, they have questions 
and thoughts about God, Jesus, and Love. 
We need to explore how they might find a 
welcome amongst us. 
 

We also face the question of what sort of 
Benefice we should be into the future, 
asking what we do best together and what 
do we best locally in our villages, how do 
we organise ourselves in communicating 
together and with our surrounding 
communities, how do we 
play our part in making our 
villages good places to live. 
 

And in case that sounds like 
too big a task we remember 
who we are as the ‘People of 
God.’ The Queen openly acknowledges 
her own faith and dependence on God in 
all she does and on the Jubilee weekend 
we also celebrate Pentecost, recalling how 
God equipped his people with the Holy 
Spirit; to reassure them of his love, their 
identity as his People and empower them 
for the tasks which lay ahead of them. 
God is still doing the same thing today! 

Every Blessing David 

 
baptisms 
 8 May     Graham Lawrence Baker                   St Peter’s Church, Birkby 
 14 May    Harry George David Merredy                All Saints’ Church, East Cowton 
marriages 
29 April      Wayne Christopher Hardy &        Danby Wiske Parish Church 

 Stephanie Grace Langford 
funerals/memorials 
6 May Fae Jacqueline Watson St Peter’s Church, Birkby 
11 May John Raymond Ingall Ashes interred - South Cowton 
   

 

Revd. David Bartlett   
The New Rectory, 

Great Smeaton, Northallerton. DL6 2EP
01609 765323 / 07780 512398   david.bartlett@leeds.anglican.org

The Parish of The Cowtons
The Benefice of The Wiske

Churchwarden: Christine Johnson 01325 378481 christinembj@hotmail.com

Reserve contact: David Dennis 01325 378589 

Treasurer: Hazel Masterman 01325 378382

Secretary: Christine Johnson 01325 378481 christinembj@hotmail.com

Magazine: Jean Dennis 01325 378589   cowtonsparishnews@hotmail.co.uk

East Cowton Parish Council: 
Chairman – Elaine Simpson; 
Parish Clerk – Judith Kilsby 01325 378473
North Cowton Parish Council: 
Chairman -  Jeremy Marley; 
Parish Clerk - Alison Hughes  01325 378326
Richmondshire Council Offices: (for North 
Cowton) Phone: 01748 829100
Mercury House, Station Road, Richmond, 
North Yorkshire DL10 4JX
Hambleton Council Offices: (for East & South 
Cowton) Call on 0845 1211 555 or 01609 779977
Civic Centre, Stone Cross, Northallerton, 
North Yorkshire, DL6 2UU
Local Doctors:
Scorton Medical Centre: 01748 811320
Mowbray House, Northallerton: 01609 760002
Mayford House Northallerton:  01609 772 105
Hospitals:
Friarage Hospital, Northallerton: 01609 779911
James Cook University Hospital Middlesbrough: 
01642 850850 (24hr switchboard)
 http://southtees.nhs.uk
Darlington Memorial Hospital: 01325 380100 
http://www.cddft.nhs.uk
Public Transport: Trains:  Stations at Darlington & 
Northallerton. (East Coast Mainline) National Rail 
enquiries: 08457 48 49 50

Buses: Hodgsons no.72 bus to Darlington & 
Northallerton. Enquires: 01833 630730
East Cowton Village Hall Contact: 
Stuart Barker 01325 378335
North Cowton Village Hall Contact: 
Dave Hughes 01325 378326 
ncvh.contact@gmail.com
All Saints’ Annexe Contact: 
Traudel Walker 01325 378531
Cowtons & Countryside U3A 
Chairman: Denis Smith 01325 378630
1st Great Smeaton Cubs & Scouts: 
Cliff Burgess 01325 320620
Cycling Group Contact:  
John Yorke 07795 097985
East Cowton Cricket Club Contact: 
Peter Clark 07730 656571
Cowtons Football Club Contact: 
Paul Middleton 01325 378497
North Cowton Women’s Institute Contact: 
President; Diane Nixon 01325 378480
East Cowton CE (VC) Primary School: 
Head teacher: Mrs Helen Dudman
Office: 01325 378347
North & South Cowton Community Primary 
School: Head teacher: Helen Robinson. 
Office 01325 378240
‘Benefice of The Wiske’ Mothers Union
Contact: Jackie Blackwood 01609 881660

Useful Local Contacts

WISKE BENEFICE WEBSITE :- https://www.wiskebenefice.org
           Facebook page – Vicar of the Wiske

From The Registers



4 
 

Bible Study 
Dates for June meetings are 9th and 23rd in the Annexe for a 10.30 
start. (10.15 for refreshments)   
We continue with St Luke’s gospel. All welcome. 
 
 
 

Parish Annual Meetings 
At the Meeting of Parishioners held on 
May 9th, Christine Johnson was re-
elected Churchwarden of The Parish of 
The Cowtons. 
At the Annual Parochial Church Meeting, 
which followed, Joan Braginton, Jean 
Dennis, Ann Flintoff, Hazel Masterman 
and Dylis Nord were elected to the PCC.  
David Dennis continues on this 
committee as Deanery Synod 
Representative.  The Annual Report and 
Accounts were received, copies of which 
are available in the back of All Saints. 
 
Recent Fundraising Events                                 
It was good to enjoy some social activity 
at our recent coffee morning and film 
night events which raised some money 
to help with church expenses and 
provided a welcome chance to get 
together again.  Thanks to all who 
supported us.                                                                                                     
 

  
Loving Lord 
Bless this place (name your village/community in this prayer) 
Let your love be here, Fill it with your peace 
Let your joy be here, Fill it with your grace 
Let your light be here, Fill it with your power 
Let your hope be here, Fill it with your living water 
In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen 
 
Praying for each of the villages in turn around the benefice this week 
Monday Appleton Wiske  
Tuesday  Birkby 
Wednesday  Danby Wiske & Hutton Bonville 
Thursday  East Cowton 
Friday  Great Smeaton and Hornby 
Saturday  North Cowton  
Sunday  for the whole benefice. 

Hall For Hire 
North Cowton Village Hall 

Is Available For Hire. 
For: Traditional Village Parties, or 

other Special Events and Celebrations. 

Looking for somewhere to run a class: 
Dancing, Flower Arranging? 

Need somewhere for: Band Practices, Ceilidhs, 
Clubs, Rehearsals or Drama Productions? 

Run a Charity Event; [no fee]. 

Main Hall Area: 14m x 7.3m. 
Stage Area: 5.3m x 3m. 

The stage can extend into the auditorium with 
8 platforms: 90cm x 90cm x 0.5m. 

New LED stage lighting. 

Excellent Toilet Facilities. 
Good Kitchen Facilities plus a Kitchenette. 

Moveable Counter/Bar 

Seating for 130. 
Seating with tables for 100. 

Dave Hughes 01325 378326   ncvh.contact@gmail.com
North Cowton Village Hall [DL7 0HE] is a registered Charity.  No: 511553 

THOMPSON’S
of Northallerton

HIGH CLASS             DEEP FREEZE
BUTCHERS             SPECIALISTS

QUALITY PIES & SANDWICHES
125 HIGH STREET • NORTHALLERTON

« TELEPHONE 773336 «

LIFT THE LID ON A 
NEW BREED OF TANK
High quality Bunded and Single Skin Tanks at great prices

A1 Tank Services Limited
Chartermark Way, 
Colburn Business Park
North Yorkshire DL9 4QJ
www.a1tanks.com

Call us now for more information 

01748 831929

With a range of sizes available our tanks are suitable  
for domestic, industrial and institutional use. 

@a1tankservices

All tanks have a lockable lid, translucent 
inner tank, spill tray and lifting eyes.

We also supply
Adblu Tanks and Bunkers

Call for details

We cover Northumberland, Durham and Cumbria 
- All the Yorkshire regions
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CATS - Update 
Hopefully you will have seen our recent 
publicity (on our website at 
CowtonArts@Weebly.com ,our FB page and 
in the Parish magazine) stating CATS was 
hoping to put on another 'Cowton Has 
Talent' show over the Jubilee Celebration 
weekend.  Sadly, this is not going to be 
possible. We will, however, be pressing on 
with our plans to resurrect the Panto which 
was put on hold at the start of the 

pandemic. 
We would be very grateful if those who were involved in our production of Wind in 
the Willows before it was postponed, could please let us know whether they would 
still be interested in participating.  We would also warmly welcome anyone else who 
would like to get involved either in the production, behind the scenes or in helping 
CATS to put on other events. 
 
We would really love you to get involved, we’re a small group so the more, the 
merrier! Do please message us at CowtonArts@Outlook.com or via our Facebook. 
Watch out for updates through the usual channels.   
 

John Shields, Secretary, Cowton Arts and Theatre Society 
                                                                                                  
SAVE OUR SHOP 
HELP - in order to continue operating going forward we need to fill some key 
positions. Would you like to be involved with managing the shop? Collecting and 
maintaining stock. Arranging rostas 
etc. Drop us a line and we'll give you 
an overview. If you can do any or any 
part of these tasks you can help.  
 
Don't want to get involved in 
management? Don't worry you could 
still help actually serving in the shop  
 

We really do need your help for the 
long-term future of our shop!  
Drop us a line, have a chat or give us a 
ring. We need YOU.  
This is really important and the shop 
could potentially close in November!!! 
07841 464486      
cowtoncommunityshop@gmail.com  
 

St. Peter's, Birkby: SAVE THE 
DATE The Friends of St Peter’s will 
be holding their first post lockdown 
event soon!  There will be a concert 
at the Church on Saturday 16th 
July.  Further details nearer the time, 
but the concert will feature a local 
community choir group 
“noaddedsugar” 

Other services you might 
 not know about...  

- Photocopying  

- Scanning  

- Printing  

- Laminating  

01325 378552  
 

enquiries@brmltd.co.uk  
 

www.brianrobinson.co.uk 

Clothes - Boots - Tools - Toys 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

All aspects undertaken

GAv hAll

07715 678450
The Bungalow, Station Farm

East Cowton DL7 0DR
hallgavin91@gmail.com

Darlington •Northallerton •Richmond •Barnard Castle •Aycliffe •Hurworth
•Cowton • Long Newton •Gainford •Staindrop •and many other villages

www.acorndairy.co.uk
01325 466999
organic@acorndairy.co.uk

DOORSTEP MILK DELIVERY 
Just 74p pint 

(Delivery charge just £1 per week)
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Adventure Toys 

8

Come and see our large range of quality garden toys and also
the wooden dolls houses, farms, Brio train sets, Little Tikes
toys and so much more all on display for you to try.

Tel: Great Smeaton 01609 881302
Web: www.adventuretoys.co.uk

Services include: 
 Companionship
 Light housekeeping
 Local transportation
 Respite support
 Shopping
 Personal care
 Specialist dementia & Alzheimer’s care

and much more...

For quality care 
you can trust,  

call us on  
01609 801650 

www.homeinstead.co.uk/darlington 

Specialists in 
providing older 

people with 
 non-medical care in 
their own homes. 

Part-time CAREGiversrequired now in your community

HHoommee..    TThheerree’’ss  nnoo  ppllaaccee  lliikkee  iitt!!  

TO ADVERTISE HERE 

FOR ONLY £35/ YEAR

PLEASE CONTACT

JEAN DENNIS ON

01325 378589   

OR EMAIL:
cowtonsparishnews@hotmail.co.uk
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EAST COWTON JUBILEE WEEKEND OF EVENTS 

THURSDAY 2ND JUNE 
Live Music with Eric Hynes & Michael Plum from 8pm,  

The Beeswing Inn   
*************************************************************************************************************************** 

FRIDAY 3RD JUNE  
Jubilee Scarecrow Trail Starts: Please get your maps From The Beeswing 2-3pm  

 Live Music at The Beeswing Inn from 8.30pm   
The Village Hall will be Hosting a Full Afternoon & Evening Of Entertainment   

Best Blooming Garden & Best Dressed Window Competition £5 entry  
entry forms can be collected from The Village Shop or email 

Tracey.Cramond@hotmail.co.uk  
Jubilee Pop Up Café Special from 2-4pm  

Calling All Children …  
 Enchanted Garden on a Tray Competition bring your Trays to The Pop Up Café   

FAMILY  BBQ & IRISH BARN DANCE From 4.00pm   
With Live Music from Behan’s Footsteps from 5.15pm  

************************************************************************************************************************************************************ 

SATURDAY 4TH JUNE  
Breakfast at The Beeswing 10-12pm & Live Music with Millennium Bug Duo from 

8.30pm   
North East Morris Minors Club Classic Car & Cars of Interest Show  

More Information contact Tracey.Cramond@hotmail.co.uk  
 @ Cossey Corner Campsite, East Cowton (opposite The Beeswing)   

Friends of The School Presents…  
Scarecrow Trail & Family Fun Day 11-3pm, East Cowton Primary School  

Refreshments with Proper Pizza’s  
Selfie’s with the Queen! Tombola, Cake Stall, Jubilee Themed Merchandise & More  
12pm Helen Grant, Encore School of Dance Showcase, 12.30pm Children’s 

Disco & Games   
*********************************************************************************************************************************************** 

SUNDAY 5TH JUNE  
‘Jubilee Songs of Praise’ East Cowton Church 11am start   

Rev. Canon Rachel Stowe leading a service of people’s favourite hymns, 
followed by refreshments in the annexe, also showing a DVD produced in 2009 

for the Church’s centenary 
 

Classic Car Show 10-3pm Winners’ Trophies Announced at 1.30pm  
Jubilee Scarecrow Trail - Please get your maps from The Beeswing  12-3pm   

 
East Cowton Cricket Team Welcome you to Family & Friends Knockout 

Rounder’s Tournament 11 am (Please pre enter your teams) 
Followed by Cricket Team All Stars V’s Village Team All Stars - 2pm 

Refreshments available, Interval Games & Entertainments for the Family 
Scarecrow winners announced in the Interval. 
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NORTH COWTON JUBILEE WEEKEND OF EVENTS 

 

On Friday June 3rd 
There will be a Treasure Hunt 
and Family Rounders Match 
Best Dressed Window Competition 

(winner to be announced at the Jubilee party on June 4th) 
********************************** 

 
On Saturday June 4th there will be  

AA  PPaarrttyy  OOnn  TThhee  VViillllaaggee  GGrreeeenn. 
Traditional games - Live music 

Best Dressed Queen Competition (Adult And Children) 
Best Crown Competition (Children) 

Best dressed window winner announced. 
Cream, Jam, And Scones For Sale 

Bring your own Picnic, Drink, Chairs and if raining, a Gazebo. 
 

*Watch out for posters in the village for further details* 
 

***************************************************************** 
 

North Cowton Village Sports Day - Saturday 18th June 

A reminder to all about village sports day on 18th June starting with sports at 
the playing fields at 1pm, followed by an afternoon tea for the children in the 
village hall and a jubilee themed fancy dress. 
The fairground has been booked for 17th to 19th June and will be sited on the 
village green as normal.  
 

Regular North Cowton Village Hall events 

Yoga on Mondays at 6:30pm 
Keep fit with Kath Tuesdays 10am to 11am 
Simply singers choir Tuesdays 7:30pm to 9pm 
WI meeting on 1st Wednesday of the month 7pm 
Metabolic effect exercise Fridays 6:30pm to 7pm 
Nitwits – 2nd & 4th Thursday in the month – 2pm - 4pm – (open to all, just turn 
up and join in). 



pp pdesign
c o n s u l t i n g

New Build

Extensions

Rural/Barn Conversions

Loft Conversions

House/Flat Conversions

Structural Design

Architectural & Structural

Planning/Building Control

Listed Building Consent

Commercial/Residential

Old Station Masters House, East Cowton DL7 0DS
w. www.pddesign.co.uk   t. 01325 713133

13 
 

 
ARL & Sons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Do you, or somebody you know, need 
advertising space? 
We would be delighted to accommodate 
anyone wishing to place an advert in this 
magazine.  
 
Just £35 / year for this size space. 
 
Contact Jean or Hazel.  

 
Think Kitchens, Bathrooms & 
Bedrooms 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Baines Electrical  

 
The Church of England has offered these two prayers for use during the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee: 

Your Servant Elizabeth 
 

Gracious God, we give You thanks 
for the reign of Your servant Elizabeth our Queen, 
and for the example of loving and faithful service 
which she has shown among us. 
Help us to follow her example of dedication 
and to commit our lives to You and to one another, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
O Lord, the Way, the Truth, and the Life, 
we give You thanks for Your servant, Elizabeth our Queen. 
May she ever be provided with all she may need 
for her ministry among us, 
strengthened to meet every demand 
which her office may make, 
and in all things nourished by Your word and example, 
who with the Father and the Holy Spirit live and reign, 
world without end. 
Amen. 

TO ADVERTISE HERE 

FOR ONLY £35/ YEAR

PLEASE CONTACT

JEAN DENNIS ON

01325 378589   

OR EMAIL:
cowtonsparishnews@hotmail.co.uk



BLACKWELL POST OFFICE
Carmel Road South, Darlington

All Postal & Parcel Force services available.
Cash withdrawal & banking services, 
Euros available.

Open Mon-Sat 7am to 7.45pm 
Shop closes at 8pm.

Open Bank Holiday’s with Car Park available.

THE VILLAGE SHOP
EAST COWTON

Newspapers/Magazines
Dairy Products

Bread and Cakes
Sandwiches/Pies

General Provisions
Facebook – Cowton Community Shop
cowtoncommunityshop@gmail.com

07850 687 356

14 
 

 
EAST COWTON VILLAGE HALL 
Clock Ticking! Reading this at the very beginning of June? You’re just in 
time to be reminded about the Village Hall’s events for the Jubilee 
weekend - from the 3rd June & through the weekend: 

The QUEEN’S JUBILEE Weekend, events hosted by the V Hall 3rd to 6th June. 
Keep eye open for publicity in case of any changes since this was written. 
FRIDAY 3rd June Jubilee Pop Up Cafe from 1:30pm. Photographs of the village from 
1952 to the present. May still be time to include some, so if you have any please let 
Barbara know straightway. Also, hoping to see lots of ‘Miniature Gardens on a Tray’ 
brought along to the cafe by village children - with a prize offered. Then, early 
evening - family BBQ and Music, ‘The Behan’s Footsteps’ Irish Duo -barn dance. Bar. 
Tickets £15, U16.s £5, U6.s free. (from shop & committee). 
SUNDAY 5th & Monday 6th June: the prizes for the BEST DRESSED WINDOW & the 
BEST BLOOMING GARDEN competition. Memo: entries were due at end of May. 
Info’ from Tracey Cramond on 07970 035131 or tracey.cramond@hotmail.co.uk 
******* ********* ******** ******* ******** ******** 
More time for this one! - the ECVH Jubilee PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION, first 
announced in April’s Cowtons’ News. Theme for the photos is ‘The Jubilee Year in 
East Cowton’. Take your photos from NOW (originally from April if you had wanted 
to) and UP TO THE END OF SEPTEMBER. Aiming for photos to be 8”x10” (help offered 
if required). 
Eventually, an EXHIBITION of printed PHOTOS will be built up and held in the 
hall until 9th December when PRIZES will be announced. Entry fee for up to 4 
prints per person: Adults £5, U16.s £5, Under 6.s Free. For more information and 
ENTRY FORM please contact Jim Crabbe on: 07710 457741 and/or 
ecvhbooking@gmail.com 
Ahead (more details later) Sunday July 17th: Village Hall’s Summer Afternoon Tea 
with Band - on the cricket field. Then, on 3rd September some very accessible 
Shakespeare-connected fun theatre with ‘The Bard in the Yard’ 
P.S. good news if you who enjoyed the Ceilidh 
on the 6th May, The ‘Ceilidh Knights’ Band could 
be returning to the village to play again …… 
MEMO -100 CLUB: annual subscriptions (£12) 
coming due.  
NEW, revised Village Hall Website                                           
www.ecvh.org.uk 
 

Committee members: 
*Stuart Barker, Chair, 07855 250107 & 01325 378335, 
 mail: stuartbarker44@btinternet.com 
*Barbara Hibbert, Sec, 07841 646899  
mail: H1bbx@outlook.com 
*John Tucker, Treasurer 01325 378581 
*Jim Crabbe, Hall Booking 07710 457741 
*John Walton, 07968 326822 *Yvonne Jolly 07508 067194 *Colin Fitzpatrick 07516 962019 
*Tracey Cramond 07970 035131 & *Cindy Homer 07716 730126 

Food Bank 
The need is greater than ever in these 
difficult times, so please remember to 
support Hambleton FoodShare by bringing 
items to East Cowton Village Hall on a Friday 
afternoon between 1.00 and 4.00pm.   
For an up-to-date list of most needed items, 
go to www.hambletonfoodshare.org.uk 
remembering that we cannot deliver 
perishable items, as we take items down 
monthly.  Please also check that items have 
at least 6 weeks before sell by dates.  
 

• Gas boiler servicing  & repairs
• LPG boiler servicing and repairs
• Oil Boiler servicing and repairs
• Boiler maintenance
• Heating Installations
• Plumbing Installations
• Fully trained and qualified staff.

Unit 3 County Business Park, Darlington Road, Northallerton
North Yorkshire DL6 2NQ

Telephone: 01609 778 788

For all your  
plumbing & 
heating needs

Lightfoot plumbing
heating ltd

• Additions to existing installations
• Full house rewiring
• Security lighting and installations
• Domestic appliance safety checks
• Testing and certification of installation
• Fully trained and qualified engineers
• Domestic Electrical Installation

Condition reports

Unit 3 County Business Park, Darlington Road, Northallerton
North Yorkshire DL6 2NQ

Telephone: 01609 778 788

For all your  
electrical needs



Family Run Local 
Funeral Directors
Providing a personal and professional 
service day and night.

www.blenkirons.co.uk

RICHMOND
01748 850033
NORTHALLERTON
01609 780004

PRE-PAYMENT PLANS
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PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES 
At the recent elections in May, 4 members of the community were elected (unopposed) to 
serve on the East Cowton Parish Council.  However, there remain 2 vacancies that we 
hope to fill by co-option. 
East Cowton Parish Council therefore is looking for 2 members of the local community 
to serve as (co-opted) Parish Councillors. If you would like to contribute to local affairs 
by volunteering for one of these positions, please send your name and address to the 
Parish Clerk at (judithkilsby@yahoo.co.uk). 
 
In order to be a Parish Councillor you must be:  

• at least 18 years old   

• a British citizen, an eligible Commonwealth citizen or a citizen of any member state 
of the European Union, 

 and meet at least one of the following four qualifications: 

 a. You are, and will continue to be, registered as a local government elector for the civil 
parish of East Cowton. 

 b. You have occupied as owner or tenant any land or other premises in the civil parish of 
East Cowton during the whole of the preceding 12 months. 

 c. Your main or only place of work during the 12 months prior to the day of your 
nomination and the day of election has been in the civil parish of East Cowton.  

d. You have lived in the civil parish of East Cowton or within three miles of it during the 
whole of the preceding 12 months.  

For further information please contact the Parish Clerk (Judith Kilsby, 25 Golden Acres, 
East Cowton) or speak directly to any of the current parish councillors (Jane Green, 
Elaine Simpson, Alison Wragg or John Shields). The parish council meet in the village hall 
once every two months. 
 

East Cowton Parish Council Needs You! 
East Cowton Parish Council is looking for volunteers to help with small tasks 
within the parish.  These include jobs such as, looking after the village flower 
tubs, helping with the Millennium Wood, helping with the proposed Jubilee 
Garden.  Volunteers will be able to work at their convenience and a time to 
suit them or as part of a group usually on a Tuesday morning. 
If you, or someone you know, would like to contribute to the local community 
by volunteering, please speak to one of the current parish councilors, as above. 

 
East Cowton Youth Group   
The Youth Group will meet 7.30pm. on Friday 10 June 
& 24 June in the church annexe at East Cowton.   
Please watch the weekly notices for updates. 
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CAR BOOT SALE 
The Friends of East Cowton School are holding a Car Boot Sale on Sunday 3 
July at Cossey Corner Campsite, East Cowton. (DL7 0BD) 8am – 12noon. 
For details: friendsoftheschool2021@outlook.com or Melba 07977502731 
 

Ice cream van chimes 
David Pickup, a solicitor, considers the noise of the ice cream van… 
We are not afraid to tackle big issues here! Imagine you are at home and 
are just about to sit down and read your church magazine. You are then 
interrupted by the shrill chimes of an ice cream van, which brings back 
memories of long hot days rounded off with an ice cream treat. The 
industry is generally very good, but what do you do in the rare occasions 

there is a problem? 
Firstly, there are strict rules about playing music by loudspeakers, whether you are selling ice 
cream or fish and chips. Greensleeves is supposedly the most popular tune used on ice cream 
van chimes. The Control of Pollution Act, 1974 states that the music must not be played after 
7pm, or before midday, or if they are sounded at any time as to cause an annoyance. 
There is a Code of Practice on Noise from Ice-Cream Van Chimes Etc which was last changed in 
2013 when the time allowed to play a jingle was extended from four to 12 seconds. I must admit 
that that one had passed me by! It was quite significant though, as it was the first change in over 
30 years. 
Local authorities can, and sometimes do, take action. Last summer an ice-cream van operator 
was banned from selling ice cream on an East Suffolk street over a complaint that the van had 
played its chimes for as long as 20 to 35 seconds while being stationary, contrary to the Code of 
Practice. 
The chimes should be played once only on the approach to each stopping place and only 
once when the van is stationary, and never at intervals of less than two minutes. There are more 
rules that they should not be played more often than once every two hours in a particular 
length of street and not played when in sight of another ice cream van. They should not be 
played within 50 metres of any hospital; school during school hours; or a place of worship on a 
Sunday or other recognised day of worship. 
Thankfully, most of us probably have better things to do than to time our ice cream van’s 
chimes! As always this is a light-hearted piece on a topic and always get professional advice. 
 

 
•You can go anywhere you want, if you look 
serious and carry a clipboard.  
•If at first you don’t succeed, try again, then 
quit. There’s no use being a damn fool about it. 
•Never delay the ending of a meeting or the beginning of a 
cocktail hour. 
•At work, the authority of a person is inversely proportional to 

the number of pens that person is carrying.   
• When you don’t know what to do, walk fast and look worried. 
• When confronted by a difficult problem, you can solve it more easily by reducing 

it to one question: How would the Lone Ranger handle this? 
• The only difference between a rut and a grave is the depth. 
 

Great Smeaton 
Open Gardens 
2nd -3rd July 

Proceeds in aid of  
St. Eloy's Church 
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Jubilee Service - Sunday June 5th at 11.00am  
- outside weather permitting 
Songs of Praise and Thanksgiving for the Queen’s 70-year reign 
 

Join us for our celebration service at 11.00am, when we sing some 
favourite hymns, hopefully something for everybody.  Canon Rachel 
Stowe will lead our worship and we will serve refreshments 
afterwards in the annexe, when we will show some photos of village 
life in the Cowtons over the last 70 years and more.   
If the weather is poor, the service will be in church.  
  
SSUUMMMMEERR  TTEEAA  PPAARRTTYY Saturday July 9th 
 

Our next social event is the tea party postponed from 
last summer. Join us at All Saints for Afternoon Tea on 
July 9th from 2.30-4.30pm.  Using our party tents, we 
hope to be able to serve out of doors, whatever the 
weather! Advance tickets, price £8 available from 25th 
June from Church Committee members (some phone 
numbers inside front cover).  
Tickets on the day will be £10.  

  
 

The deadline for the July/August magazine is 
15 June 


